MADAME   DE   MONTESPAN                         273
to explain this removal of the crown into a more solid and better case for its preservation.
At this naive explanation the King fell to laughing, and said to the young Princess: " Madam, you will relate, if you please, this episode to the Court of London, and you will tell the King, from me, that nothing is so difficult to preserve now as our crowns; guards and locks are no more use."
Then, addressing me, His Majesty said, playfully : " You should have entrusted it to me sooner ; I should have saved it. It is said that I understand that well"
My amour-propre, my actual honour, forbade me to put a veil over this domestic indignity. I assembled all my household, without excepting my intendant himself. I was aggrieved at the affront which I had met with at the King's, and I read grief and consternation on all faces. After some minutes' silence, my intendant proposed the immediate intervention of authority, and made me understand with ease that only the casket-maker could be the culprit.
This man's house was visited; he had left-Paris nearly two years before. Further information
VOL, n                                                     18 paix, Ont su se fake un front qui ne rougit jamais.
